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	Explain the 5 possible areas in which music may have conferred survival benefits on humankind:

	Natural Sound scapes
According to Hodges & Sebald, (2011), it is clear that the earth is not a silent planet. Natural sounds capes are found to interact with human musicality. Arguably, human beings use these natural sounds to understand their environment. Traditionally human beings relied on the sounds of nature for survival (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). They significantly identify the sound of nature, develop meaning from them and adjust to the behavior accordingly.



	Parent-infant Bonding
Music is used to by parents to show love and affection to their infants through singing as one of the core models of infant communication (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). Music also helps parents to predict the behavior of caregivers as well as that of infants, to organize infant’s attention and to ensure mutual satisfaction; core survival mechanisms. 

	The Acquisition of Language 

Music helps in shaping the melodic contours of infant vocalization. Through music, infants acquire mechanics of listening as well as producing speech. Infants also learn how nonverbal messages are produced and received (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). 
In this setting, the survival benefits of music learning and acquisition of language through timbers, melodic contours and the rhythms of speech are achieved. Learning language is the survival significance of music.

	A Unique Mode of Knowing
Music serves as a significant means of socialization. Humankind use music to express their emotions. In this way, humans can learn how to manage frustrations, grief, and feeling of anger (Hodges & Sebald, 2011). 
It also enables one to express love and joy to others. It is apparent that music enables humankind to know different survival mechanisms in a unique way.



	Social Organization  
Music enhances social organization by unifying different forces within the community. Music speaks out some common religious and traditional beliefs. Music unites communities and gives them courage and comfort to those going off for a battle (Hodges & Sebald, 2011).
Music serves as a significant mnemonic for enhancing memory; a core factor to the survival of a society. Besides, music helps human beings to express meanings that cannot be shared through words and hence enabling groups to unite and get fit to survive.

	Give an example of each of the following functions of music as proposed by Merriam (1964):

	Communication 
Expression of emotions such as anger, fear, love, and frustrations.



	Symbolic Representation 

Through notations, texts as well as cultural implications of sounds.





	Enforcing Conformity to Social Norms 

Using music to pass instructions through songs and rhymes.
	Contribution to the Continuity and Stability of Culture

Use of music as an expression of cultural values.








	Physical Response

Through dancing among other forms of physical activities.
	Contribution to the Integration of Society

Use of music for uniting and bringing people together.
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